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Department: Science
Courses & Grade Level/s: CP Biology-9th grade
Dates to be Taught: May 24-26, 2006

Essential Question:  How have the Olympic Games influenced both 

society and the individual and/or how have both society and the individual influenced the Olympic 
Games?

	
	Day 1(Day 1 & Day 2)
	Day 2 (Day 3)
	Day 3 (Lab period)

	Theme

or

Topic
	Evolution of the modern athlete

	Evolution of the modern athlete


	Darwinian evolution

	Content
	· Gene /blood doping
· Genetic implications

· Male vs female physiology

· Advancements in diet, PT, training 
· Ethics of gender testing
	Adaptations leading to the evolution of the modern athlete

Body plan/design and modifications for specific event

Diet and training schedule

Organism taxonomy
	Concepts of Darwinian evolution in relationship to the Olympics

Athletic skills of humans compared to other animals

	Skills
	Explain and discuss the various factors leading to the evolution of the modern athlete

Design or “genetically engineer” the perfect athlete

	Explain the modifications given and how they will ensure “survival of the fittest”

Answer questions of peers regarding designed organisms


	Identify a human and an animal that are comparable in an Olympic event
Design Olympic event for human/animal analogy

Compete in designed events

	Authentic

Assessment
	Sketches or 3D model of the athletes designed
Written explanation of the modifications given and how they will ensure “survival of the fittest”

Training and diet log
	Sketches or 3D model of the athletes designed

Teacher observations of presentations

	Event competitions
Judges will determine winners based on analysis

of final results for each event

	NJCCC

Standards

	5.2 A

5.4 A

5.5 B

	5.2 A

5.4 A

5.5 B

	5.5 A

5.5 B

5.10 A




